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secular affairs. But the Apostle most pointedly
guarded them against so gross an error, and ex-
prdssly and repeatedly enjoined them to perform the
particular duties of their several stations with in-
creased alacrity and fidelity, that they might thereby
do credit to their Christian profession. This he did at
the same time that he prescribed to them that pre-
dominant love of Gl-od and of Christ, that heavenly-
mindedness, that comparative indifference to the
things of this world, that earnest endeavour after
growth in grace and perfection in holiness, which have
already been stated as the essential characteristics of
real Christianity. It cannot therefore be supposed
by any who allow to the Apostle even the claim of
a consistent instructor, much less by any who admit
his Divine authority, that these latter precepts are
incompatible with the former. Let it be remem-
bered, that the grand characteristic mark of the true
Christian, which has been insisted on, is Ms desiring
to please God in all Ms thoughts, and words, and
actions ; to take the revealed word to be the rule of
Ms belief and practice, to " let Ms light shine before
men;" and in all things to adorn the doctrine which he
professes. No calling is proscribed, no pursuit is
forbidden, no science or art is prohibited, no plea-
sure is disallowed, provided it be such as can be
reconciled with this principle. It must indeed be
confessed, that Christianity would not favour that
vehement and inordinate ardour in the pursuit of
temporal objects, which tends to the acquisition of
immense wealth, or of widely spread renown: nor
is it calculated to gratify the extravagant views of
those mistaken politicians, tho chief object of whose
admiration, and the main scope of whose endeavours
for their country, are extended dominion, and com-
manding power, and unrivalled affluence, rather than
those more solid advantages of peace, and comfort,